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PASS STR AND TREASURY ELECTRONICALLY 

USEEC 

USMTN 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRD, JA, EEC, FR 

SUB J : JAPAN - FRENCH VIEWS 

REFS: A. STATE 023517; B. PARIS 00508 

1 . USHIBA VISITED PARIS JANUARY 29-30 WHERE HE 
ATTENDED A WORKING DINNER GIVEN BY FOREIGN MINISTER 
DE GUIRINGAUD AND A MEETING WITH A GROUP LED BY PRIME 
MINISTER BARRE. WE DO NOT YET HAVE ANY DETAILED 
READ-OUT ON THE MEETINGS. WE UNDERSTAND THAT NO 
FORMAL COMMUNIQUE IS TO BE ISSUED. FROMENT-MEURICE, 

DIRECTOR, ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS, MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, TOLD THE EMBASSY'S ECONOMIC MINISTER 
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JUST AFTER MEETINGS ENDED, HOWEVER, THAT FRANCE HAD 
LAID IT ON THE LINE WITH USHIBA. THE FRENCH SIDE HAD 
MADE CLEAR THAT THEY EXPECT JAPAN TO BE FORTHCOMING 
VIS-A-VIS THE COMMUNITY IN FUTURE TALKS. HE INDICATED 
THAT THE EC COUNCIL IS EXPECTED TO APPROVE A MANDATE 
FOR SUCH TALKS ON FEBRUARY 7. 
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2. FROMENT-MEURICE IMPLIED THAT USHIBA'S APPROACH 
WITH THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT WAS TO ARGUE (A) THAT JAPAN 
HAD GIVEN ABOUT ALL THAT IT CAN GIVE IN THE STRAUSS- 
USHLBA TALKS AND (B) THAT MOST OF THE COMMITMENTS MADE 
BY JAPAN ARE GLOBAL AND THEREFORE WILL ALSO BENEFIT 
THE COMMUNITY. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO OUR COMMENTS PER PREVIOUS GUIDANCE, 
FROMENT-MEURICE RECOGNIZED THAT THE U.S. HAD INDEED 
OBTAINED THINGS FROM JAPAN THAT WILL BENEFIT 
EVERYONE - IF THE JAPANESE IN FACT LIVE UP TO THEIR 
COMMITMENTS. HE SAID THAT THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT 
APPRECIATES THE FACT THAT THE U.S. DID NOT SEEK 
PREFERENTIAL ADVANTAGES. HE INSISTED, HOWEVER, THAT 
THIS WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH TO TAKE CARE OF WESTERN 
EUROPE'S "POLITICAL PROBLEM." THE JAPANESE MUST BE 
SEEN PUBLICLY TO BE AS FORTHCOMING FOR THE COMMUNITY 
AS IT HAS BEEN FOR THE U.S. THIS IS PARTLY A 
PRESENTATIONAL MATTER BUT IT WILL ALSO INVOLVE SOME 
SUBSTANCE. HE GAVE NO DETAILS. 

4. IN THE COURSE OF THE DISCUSSION WE DREW ON THE 
GUIDANCE IN REFTEL A TO EXPLAIN WHY WE ARE NOT PREPARED 
TO ACT IN CONCERT WITH THE COMMUNITY TO PRESSURE JAPAN, 
AND WHY WE BELIEVE THAT PARALLEL EFFORTS AND INFORMAL 
EXCHANGES WITH THE EUROPEANS ARE INDICATED AT PRESENT. 
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ON THE SPECIFIC QUESTION OF THE SEVEN PERCENT GROWTH 
TARGET, FROMENT-MEURICE INDICATED THAT HE SHARES THE 
WIDESPREAD SKEPTICISM THAT JAPAN WILL REACH THIS FIGURE. 
HE IMPLIED, THEREFORE, THAT FRANCE IS NOT SEEKING A 
JAPANESE COMMITMENT TO A HIGHER FIGURE. 

HARTMAN 
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